
HCF Board Mee,ng Minutes August 26, 2019 

Sunset Office Building 
Present: Michael Reunert (Chair), Amy Houchen (Vice-chair), Rick Seifert (Secretary), Lara 
Jones., Robin Jensen, Eamon Molloy 

Excused absences: Eamon Molloy, Anne PrescoC, Jim Kuhn (Treasurer) 

Guests: Don Baack, Dave Hawkins 

July 22 minutes approved: The minutes were approved with amendments. 

Treasurer’s report (conveyed by Michael in Jim’s absence): Treasurer 
Jim Kuhn reported that as of July 31, 2019, our Balance Sheet showed $16,856.80 in assets. 

Gardening. Amy Houchen: Amy noted that one dead street tree next to Papa John’s 
has been removed but needs to be replaced. At least five  beds need new plants. Wardin 
Investments has asked the foundation to share $1077spent last winter on planting bed 
maintenance. Lara said she will check to see how business associations elsewhere in the city 
handle such costs. Amy will arrange a meeting with the property owners and HBPA to sort out 
who and how this work, and other maintenance and planting will be paid for. It was noted that 
the Foundation’s “Usual Suspects” now contribute “sweat equity” through gardening and litter 
patrolling to maintain the Capitol streetscape, and the Foundation provides watering and 
plants. 

Insurance. Guest Don Baack made a recommendation that the Usual Suspects be 
included in a request from several organizations to the Hillsdale Neighborhood Association for 
insurance coverage through SWNI. After discussion, it was decided that the HCF board would 
consider making its own separate request to HNA at a future date. The proposal again 
brought to the board’s attention the need for insurance coverage for future events and 
activities, including those of the Usual Suspects. 

Wilson Waterslide replacement: Lara reported that the Wilson Pool waterslide 
was vandalized and needs to be replaced. She is seeking ways to pay for a new slide through 
the Portland Parks Foundation. She will also approach Portland Parks and Rec to see 
whether they have funds budgeted for a replacement. Another suggested source was Venture 
Portland through its grants program 

Concerts and Events: Robin reported that the concerts on the new stage have not 
been well-attended but, she believe, with time they will be. She asked for $100 to fund two 
additional Saturday performances for the end of the series. It was noted that the actual 
amount needed 



was $50 because one earlier concert was cancelled and $50 was refunded. The board 
approved the $50 expenditure. Michael agree to contact the arts and music programs at 
Wilson about performing on the stage during the school year. 

Hopewell House: Legacy Health, which owns and operates the Hopewell House 
Hospice is discontinuing the hospice program. Two years ago the Foundation made a $1000 
grant to Hopewell House, so Rachel Gitner of Legacy informed the Foundation of the closure 
through Rick on the day of the board of meeting, the very day the decision was announced 
publicly. He told her he would forward HCF board ideas for community uses of the building 
and he offered to be on a Legacy transition committee if they felt they wanted a community 
representative. The board came up with several ideas as to how Hopewell House might be 
used: temporary housing for emergency situations for single moms raising children with 
disabilities; a place for community organizations to meet; a tool-lending library a place of 
respite for caregivers. 

Acoustics at the Wilson Auditorium: It was suggested that the foundation help 
fund improving the acoustics in the Wilson High Auditorium. It was noted that the request for 
funds doesn't fit the changed vision of the Foundation with its emphasis on HCF generating 
its own events and projects. 

T-Shirts, etc: The question was raised about whether the foundation wanted to raise 
money through the sales of Hillsdale related items. Lara suggested using on-line sales as she 
has done for her business. The question was how to direct interested customers to the site. 
Another approach, suggested by Dave Hawkins, was to tie sales to events. Dave, who said he 
is willing to join the board in November, offered to explore his approach and others. 

The 2020 “Place-making Grant” program: The program was discussed but 
it seems to be focused on minority involvement. There was a discussion about how to 
involve minority-owned businesses in the community. 

Recruiting new board members: Rick made an appeal to the board to forward 
names of prospective board members to him. A particular need is for someone to serve as 
treasurer when Jim leaves in January. Don Baack volunteered and Michael asked Don to 
follow our selection procedure to apply for the board membership. 

Round-up at Food Front: The Foundation is the featured “Round-up” organization at 
Food Front this month and, according to Robin, more than $700 has been raised so far. We 
are required to table as part of our agreement with Food Front. We have not done so but Lara 
and Rick volunteered to in the days before the month ends. $250 from the Round-up is 
payment for the Food Front sponsorship of the book sale. That money is earmarked to pay 
half the donation for the use of the Watershed meeting room for book sorting and sales. 

Our next meeting will will be at 6 p.m. Monday, 
September 23, at Kol Shalom.


